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HIGH PLAINS HARVEST ACTIVITY INCREASES 
WITH FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS 

October 22, 2021      By Shawn Wade 
Harvest activity continues to accelerate across the 

Texas High Plains and producers are reporting both 
good yields and quality on the crop gathered to date. 
USDA Agricultural Market Service Cotton Classing 
Office reports indicate a substantial uptick in the 
number of gins underway for the 2021 ginning season. 

Good weather has certainly helped the advance in 
harvest and, subsequently, ginning activity but a more 
seasonal pattern is trying to assert itself.  

A small front that passed through the area overnight 
October 15, brought freezing temperatures to a small 
portion of the High Plains, north and west of Lubbock, 
in the early morning hours of October 16. 

It is estimated that less than 15 percent of the crop 
has been harvested thus far. Through October 15 cotton 
had been received from a total of 35 gins throughout 
the High Plains region. As of October 21, the number 
of gins from which cotton samples are being received 
has nearly doubled to 64 with 44 gins sending cotton to 
the Lubbock office and 20 gins actively sending cotton 
to the Lamesa facility. 

Thus far, samples from just over 132,000 bales 
have been processed between the two offices and the 
average number of samples continues to increase as 
more gins commence operations. A total of 107,482 
samples were classed for the week spanning October 
15 through October 21 compared to just over 25,000 
the prior week.  

A recap of the current week and season to date 
quality reports from the Lubbock and Lamesa offices is 
included below. The complete weekly Classing Office 
reports for Lubbock, Lamesa and Abilene are available 
on the PCG website at: https://plainscotton.org/quality-
reports/ 

 

2021 COTTON QUALITY REPORTS  
The following is a summary of the cotton classed at 

the Lubbock and Lamesa USDA Cotton Division 
Cotton Classing Offices for the 2021 production 
season.  

 

2021 High Plains Cotton Quality Summary 
 Current Week:   
Office Bales Color Leaf Staple 
Lamesa 31,553 21+ - 80.3% 

31 -  0.3% 
12 - 12.0% 

1.91 36.42 

Lubbock 75,929 21+ - 65.2% 
31 - 1.8% 

12 - 19.9% 

2.40 35.98 

 Mike Strength Uniformity Bark 
Lamesa 3.98 30.78 79.97 4.6% 
Lubbock 3.77 31.05 79.84 8.1% 
  

Season Totals To Date: 
 

Office Bales Color Leaf Staple 
Lamesa 37,878 21+ - 78.4% 

31 - 0.3% 
12 - 13.7% 

1.91 36.44 

Lubbock 94,245 21+ - 59.5% 
31 - 1.7% 

12 - 24.1% 

2.40 35.89 

 Mike Strength Uniformit
y 

Bark 

Lamesa 3.98 30.74 80.01 4.8% 
Lubbock 3.78 30.96 79.88 7.9% 
Source: USDA AMS 

 

2022 BWCC Registration Now Open  
October 22, 2021      By Shawn Wade 
Plans for the 2022 Beltwide Cotton Conferences 
(BWCC), January 4-6, 2022 at the Marriott Rivercenter 
Hotel in San Antonio, TX, are moving forward and 
online registration for producers and cotton industry 
representatives is open. To register go to 
www.cotton.org/beltwide/. 
 That BWCC home page also includes more 
information about the forum, including a link to make 
housing reservations and an updated program. 
 Producers wondering what type of information the 
BWCC will offer need only look at the list of topics 
being considered for inclusion in the BWCC’s 
Consultants Conference.  
 In addition to the Consultant’s Conference there are 
also 11 separate cotton technical conferences that will 
provide additional topic specific presentations from 
key research and industry presenters. The Cotton 
Engineering-Systems Conference, for example, is 
planning to include presentations on data analytics, 
robotics, remote-sensing and unmanned aerial vehicles, 
among others. 
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