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High Plains Cotton Progress Mixed 
Friday, June 15, 2018             By Mary Jane Buerkle 

Continued high temperatures and lack of rain spell an 
uncertain future for some of the Texas High Plains cotton crop, 
although some areas received beneficial precipitation over the 
past week. 

Additional rainfall is forecast for next week, but it may be 
too little, too late for some growers, particularly on struggling 
dryland acreage. Others already have been forced to replant, 
thanks to strong storms that brought hail, high winds and heavy 
rain. However, some acreage is off to a relatively good start. The 
situation continues to illustrate that there really is no such thing 
as a “typical” year when it comes to cotton production on the 
Texas High Plains. 

With all three final planting dates in the vast majority of the 
PCG region having passed – the exception being the June 20 date 
in areas off the Caprock – the window of opportunity is closing 
for producers to make key decisions. Dr. Calvin Trostle, 
professor and agronomist with TexasA&M AgriLife Extension, 
released the “2018 Alternative Crop Options after Failed Cotton 
and Late-Season Crop Planting for the Texas South Plains” guide 
today. The document can be downloaded at 
http://bit.ly/18HailoutReplantLatePlantGuide. 

Two other resources have been uploaded to the PCG website 
regarding herbicide usage. The first is a herbicide and label use 
reminder from the Texas Department of Agriculture, found at 
http://www.plainscotton.org/mj/TDALabelUse.pdf. The second is 
a document with spray season reminders from Dow 
AgroSciences for Enlist cotton, found at 
http://www.plainscotton.org/mj/EnlistReminders2018.pdf. 

“As we’ve said before, it is absolutely critical that we be 
good stewards of these much-needed technologies, including 
reviewing and adhering to all label requirements, staying on 
target with applications, and communicating with fellow growers 
and applicators, so we can continue to preserve the use of these 
technologies in the future,” PCG Vice President of Operations 
and Legislative Affairs Kody Bessent said. 

On the policy side, the Senate Agriculture Committee passed 
their version of the 2018 Farm Bill by a vote of 20-1, with Sen. 
Charles Grassley (R-Iowa), a longtime opponent to some farm 
program provisions, the only “nay” vote. The bill could go to the 
Senate floor before the July 4 recess, but there could be harmful 
amendments to defeat. 

The House Farm Bill, which failed to achieve the necessary 
votes for passage due largely to the House Freedom Caucus 
opposing the bill in an attempt to leverage discussions and 
commitment on immigration reform policy, is under deadline for 
reconsideration by June 22. If the House bill passes by then, and 
the Senate passes their version, the overall 2018 Farm Bill could 
be on track for final passage before the September 30 expiration 
of the 2014 Farm Bill. 
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Sunbelt Leaders to See Idaho Agriculture 
Thursday, June 14, 2018      From the National Cotton Council 

Farmers from 15 states in the southern half of the nation will 
see agricultural production and processing operations in Idaho on 
June 24-29 as part of the National Cotton Council’s Multi-
Commodity Education Program. 

Launched in 2006, the program is coordinated by NCC’s 
Member Services, and commodity association leadership. It is 
supported by The Cotton Foundation with a grant from Deere & 
Company.  

The MCEP is designed to provide its participants with: 1) a 
better understanding of production issues/concerns faced by their 
peers in another geographic region, 2) observation of that region’s 
agronomic practices, technology utilization, cropping patterns, 
marketing plans and operational structure; and 3) tours of the 
region’s research facilities and its agricultural processing 
operations and related businesses relevant to the area economy.  

NCC Chairman Ron Craft, a Plains, Texas, cotton ginner, said 
the Multi-Commodity Education Program is providing another 
important benefit of building much-needed unity among the 
current and future leaders of this nation’s No. 1 industry – 
agriculture. 

“Regardless of where they farm in this country and what crops 
they produce, the program participants and their hosts gain a better 
understanding of the agronomic and economic challenges that 
affect U.S. agriculture’s ability to compete in today’s global 
marketplace,” Craft said. 

The 2018 tour’s participants are: Keith Allen, Latta, S.C.; 
Dean Calvani, Carlsbad, N.M.; Tommy Dollar, Bainbridge, Ga.; 
Clint Dunn, Itta Bena, Miss.; Rob Fleming, Scotland Neck, N.C.; 
Kent Goyen, Pratt, Kan.; Gary Hayes, Portageville, Mo.; Neal 
Isbell, Muscle Shoals, Ala.; George LaCour, Morganza, La.; Gary 
Martin, Firebaugh, Calif.; Dennis Palmer, Thatcher, Ariz.; Don 
Pearson, Jackson, Tenn.; Sam Whitaker, Monticello, Ark.; Austin 
White, Frederick, Okla.; and Wesley Spurlock, Stratford, Texas. 

Karin Kuykendall, executive vice president of Rolling Plains 
Cotton Growers and executive director of Southern Rolling Plains 
Cotton Growers from Wall, Texas, also will participate. The group 
will be accompanied by John Gibson, director of the NCC’s 
Member Services in Memphis. 


