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USDA-NASS: Cotton Acreage Up From 2015 
Friday, July 1, 2016        By Mary Jane Buerkle 
 Texas High Plains farmers are on track to plant 3.49 million 
acres of cotton this year, up 12 percent from 2015, according to 
recently released acreage estimates from the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service.  
 The largest portion of the increase comes from northern 
counties in the PCG service area. Growers in northern counties 
planted 620,000 acres, up 33 percent from 2015. Growers in 
southern counties planted 2,870,000 acres, up 8 percent. 
 The upward trend also is reflected statewide and nationwide. 
Texas growers planted about 5.5 million acres of cotton in 2016, 
up 15 percent from 4.8 million in 2015. The greatest increases 
were in the Coastal Bend, South Central and Lower Valley areas 
in South Texas, where excessive rainfall in 2015 prevented many 
growers from planting cotton. Statewide, corn planted acreage 
was up 300,000 acres, but sorghum acres were down 200,000 
acres. 
 Nationwide, growers are estimated to have planted 9.82 
million acres of upland cotton, up 17 percent from 2015. Actual 
estimated planted acreage is higher than both the USDA in their 
Prospective Plantings Report in March, and the National Cotton 
Council’s 35th Annual Early Season Planting Intentions Survey, 
which was released in early February. 
  

Don’t Forget! 
Signups are under way for the  

Cotton Ginning Cost-Share Program! 
Watch for a pre-filled form in the mail. 

Return it to your local FSA office no later than Aug. 5! 
This deadline WILL NOT BE EXTENDED! 

 

More information at http://www.plainscotton.org. 
  

Our View: Remembering our Ag Roots  
on Independence Day 

Thursday, June 30, 2016    From Farm Policy Facts  
It is the season of summer trips and for many that includes a 

journey to Washington, D.C., especially this weekend to 
celebrate Independence Day in our nation’s capital and visit 
some of America’s notable landmarks and monuments. 

An astute observer will notice that, peppered throughout the 
city, there are subtle reminders of how much the Founders and 
other leaders of our nation valued and appreciated agriculture. 

Take for instance, the Apotheosis of Washington in the 
rotunda of the U.S. Capitol’s dome – arguably one of the most 
recognizable American symbols. Constantino Brumidi painted 
this famous fresco in the center of the new dome after it was 
completed in 1866. It is a dedication to George Washington, our 
first president who also happened to grow up on a farm and 

returned to working the land at Mount Vernon when he stepped 
down as president. 

According to the Architect of the Capitol, the fresco depicts 
Washington “rising to the heavens in glory, flanked by female 
figures representing Liberty and Victory/Fame. A rainbow 
arches at his feet, and thirteen maidens symbolizing the original 
states flank the three central figures.” Yet, surrounding the 
image are six central figures representing American life, 
enterprise, and culture. One of those figures is Ceres, the Roman 
goddess of agriculture, sitting on a McCormick mechanical 
reaper demonstrating that innovation and the ability to produce 
food and fiber is critical to the success of a thriving nation. 

Farther afield in one of the corridors of the Capitol building 
there is a quote inscribed on one of the walls from another farm 
kid and renown public servant, Daniel Webster. It reads, “When 
tillage begins other arts follow. The farmers, therefore, are the 
founders of human civilization.” 

Outside above the portico of columns on the East Front of 
the U.S. Capitol there is the Apotheosis of Democracy pediment 
that depicts agriculture as one of two great sources of wealth 
with the other being industry. 

Arrive by train to Washington’s historic Union Station and 
one will notice on its façade this inscription, “The farm – best 
home of the family, main source of national wealth, foundation 
of civilized society, the natural providence.” 

Additionally, some of the largest and well-known 
monuments in Washington, D.C. are of Presidents Thomas 
Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln. It was Jefferson who wrote, 
“Agriculture is our wisest pursuit.” It was Lincoln who said 
agriculture was “the largest interest of the nation” and later 
signed into law a Congressional act creating the Department of 
Agriculture and another that established the creation of land 
grant universities to advance agriculture education. 

All of this is to highlight the enduring value of American 
agriculture and its importance to the progress and success of our 
nation. 

These historical symbols – though subtle – are placed 
alongside larger monuments to liberty for a reason. 
Independence and freedom from a tyrant-king would not have 
been possible if the new nation had not been able to feed and 
clothe its citizens. 

Today we take this fact for granted, but let us be reminded 
of our roots on this Independence Day. Agriculture continues to 
be a source of national wealth, an integral part of national 
security, the foundation of civilized society, and the pride of 
American families. 
 

If you would like to continue receiving  
PCG Cotton News through the mail, please 
contact us NO LATER than Friday, July 15  

either by phone at (806) 792-4904,  
or via e-mail at editor@plainscotton.org.  


